GRADUATION PROJECT ACTIVITY FORM

We are delighted that you are doing a project for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  Please complete this activity form and mail it back to us as soon as possible. 

School/Organization:

School Address:

Student Contact Name:

Student Address:

Student Phone:




Student Email:

Teacher/Advisor Name:

Teacher/Advisor Phone:



Teacher/Advisor Email:

Description of Fundraising Activities:

Date and Time:




Location:

     Please check this box if event is open to the public and you would like event to appear on our Web site

     Please check this box to indicate that you have read the enclosed ‘Fundraising Guidelines’ 

Estimated Donation:




Date Donation will be made to Make-A-Wish:

What participation/resources do you need Make-A-Wish?

Why did you choose to help the Make-A-Wish Foundation?

Please mail us your donation within 30 days after the completion of all your projects.  If you have any questions about our Graduation Project program or need additional information, please contact us at 800-676-9474 or email at greaterpa@wish.org 

Please mail this completed form to:



Or:



Make-A-Wish Foundation

Fax completed form to 412-471-9705
The Gulf Tower
 

Call to fill out over the phone at 412-471-9474


707 Grant St., 37th Floor




Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1916

THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO MAKE WISHES COME TRUE!
FUNDRAISING GUIDELINES
Thank you for helping us make wishes come true! In planning and conducting your fundraiser, please follow these guidelines:

· We do not allow door-to-door or telephone solicitation.

· Please use care when using the Make-A-Wish Foundation name and logo. Note that “Make-A-Wish” is spelled with a capital “A” and with hyphens (Not “Make a Wish”). Also, please do not alter our “swirl and star” logo by customizing it to your specific event (e.g., do not change the logo to read “Make-A-Cake” if your school is conducting a cake walk). If you would like our logo to add to letters, flyers, etc., please contact the Make-A-Wish office to receive an official logo by email or mail. Taking care in these matters helps us protect our brand!

· Our mission is to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions. Please do not refer to the children that we serve as “terminally ill” or “dying”, as these labels can instill a sense of defeat and can be counterproductive as our wish kids fight to overcome their illnesses. Many of these children are able to beat their illnesses, and we believe in the importance of keeping a positive mindset!

· Please keep careful track of the money that you raise, and send the money directly to your local Make-A-Wish chapter office within one month after the end of your fundraiser.

· If you are going to advertise your fundraising event outside of the school community, please coordinate this with your local Make-A-Wish chapter office. The state also requires that the following disclaimer appears on all flyers, tickets, etc. (can be in small print at the bottom): The Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Greater Pennsylvania and Southern West Virginia advises you that a copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, West Virginia 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.
· Please do not solicit prizes or request appearances of celebrities or sports figures, unless you are personally affiliated with the star. As a wish-granting organization, we need to make sure that celebrities are available to our wish kids first and foremost and we would not want a wish denied because the celebrity already supported Make-A-Wish through an event.
AFTER YOUR EVENT

Once your event is finished, congratulate yourself on a job well done and be sure to:

· Count all of your money carefully and make sure that any expenses you had are covered

· Thank any donors that have made a substantial gift, such as food donations or large sponsorships. By law, a written thank you letter needs to be given to anyone who gives $250 or more. Contact Make-A-Wish for a letter for tax purposes to distribute to these donors.

· Send any checks made out to ‘Make-A-Wish’ to our office or collect all donations and send in one check

· DO NOT send any cash through the mail

· Mail donation to your local Make-A-Wish contact (see Office Locations) or mail your donation to Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant St., 37th Fl., Pittsburgh, PA 15219

· Include the name of your school, the name of the group of students that participated (if applicable, such as club name, grades, or whole school), and the name and address where the thank you letter should be sent
On behalf of all the wish kids we serve, thank you so much for making wishes come true!

We hope to work with you again to make even more dreams become a reality!
ACTIVITY IDEAS 

Music and Art

Art Gallery - Students create artwork that parents and community members are welcome to purchase during an Open House or Evening of Art Event.

Open Mic Night - Sell tickets in the community and school for an open mic night held at your school. Students and/or teachers perform their greatest talents, such as singing, dancing, magic tricks, baton twirling, joke telling, etc. 

Ceramic Tiles - Hold a “decorate a tile” day where students and staff can pay a fee to decorate tiles then display the tiles throughout the school.

Academic

Each student collects pledges or pays an admission fee to participate. Create certificates or ribbons for the winners. Contact the Make-A-Wish Foundation for a pledge sheet or create your own.

( Read-a-Thon


( Math-a-Thon


( Science Fair




( History Quiz Show

( Spelling Bee


( Geography Bee

A-a-Thon - Students get pledges for people to donate a donation for each grade (A, B, C) they receive. The higher the grade, the bigger the pledge. 

Tutoring Sessions - Tutor students for a fee and donate proceeds.

Foreign Films and Food - Host a movie event and offer snacks that are native to that country. Good for one film or a variety of films and food from many countries.

Lost in Translation - Offer a service where students translate requested phrases into other languages for a fee.

Poetry/Story Contest - Have students enter their best-written pieces and host a reading evening with prizes. Invite family, friends and community to vote for their favorites.

School Spirit

These ideas are a great way to promote pride in your grade, school, club or class.

Spirit Chain War – Each grade level competes to make the longest paper chain. Each grade is assigned a different color chain. Links are sold for a set donation each.

Spirit Chain - In preparation for pep rallies or homecoming, have a few different colors and make each one a different price (for example, green = $2, blue = $5, and yellow = $10)
Activities Carnival - Each homeroom devises a game of skill or an activity, such as pin the tail on the donkey, hitting a golf ball into a cup, face painting, etc. Students pay-per-event or buy tickets to participate.
Tasty Treats

Spaghetti Dinner or Pancake Breakfast - Work with local restaurants, businesses, or parents to help with the cooking and to donate/discount food items. Invite students and residents of the community. Charge a price per plate or a general admission fee.

Pot Luck Dinner - Each student brings in a covered dish and charge a set donation per plate. 

Eating Contest - From pies to hot dogs to doughnuts to chicken wings – the possibilities are endless! Talk to local businesses about donating food items and prizes.
Helping Out

Great Garbage Grab-A-Thon – Ask local businesses and neighborhoods if they will donate to you and your group to pick up garbage around the area. Receive flat donations or sponsorships for time spent or pounds/bags collected.
Washes for Wishes - Work with a local service station to plan a car wash.

Babysitting Service - Donate part of your current wages, or set up a service to watch children during PTA meetings, choir/band concerts, etc. Offer a “Parents Night Out” where parents can drop their kids off and spend an evening out on the town.
Giving Tree - Parents reward good deeds done by their children by donating for acts of kindness.
Just for Fun!

Pie-in-the-face contest - Students pay a fee to throw pies in the face of volunteer teachers and staff.
Duct-tape Your Principal to the Wall - Sell strips of duct tape and then have a duct-taping ceremony.
Bachelor/Bachelorette Auction - Ask students to volunteer to be “auctioned” for a day to the highest bidder. Ask local businesses to donate prizes such as dinner certificates, movie passes, flowers, etc.

100 Days Left of School - During the week of the 100th day until graduation, have students bring in 100 coins of any combination

Sports and Athletics

These activities can be held between students, different clubs/teams, faculty, staff, parents, or any combination of these groups! Host a contest, charge admission, collect pledges, get sponsorships, sell refreshments or collect donations during the event. Ask local businesses to donate refreshments and prizes for the winners. Contact the Make-A-Wish Foundation for a pledge sheet or create your own.

( Powderpuff Football

( Dodgeball Tournament

( Baseball Tournament

( Half-Court Shootout

( Softball Tournament


( 5K Run/Walk/Bike

( Free Throw Competition
( Home Run Derby


( Four Square Tournament

( Skating Party


( Soccer Goal Contest


( Volleyball Game

( Football Skills Contest
( Relay Race/ Olympics


( Basketball Game

( Lift-A-Thon


( Swim Laps for Wishes


( Tennis Tournament

( Jump Rope Marathon

( Ping Pong Tournament

( Obstacle Course

Bowl-A-Thon - Students ask friends and relatives to sponsor them for a donation per pin. Ask your local bowling alley to donate lanes for the event.
Dance Marathon - Reserve your school’s gymnasium and ask a local DJ to donate their services. Obtain pledges from family and friends, hold dance contests and themes, set a time limit and dance the night away!
Walk for Wishes – Organize a walk for your whole school or school district to get involved.
Things to Sell

“Superstar for Wishes” - Students purchase pre-cut stars and write their wishes on them to be hung in the hallway of your school

Chinese Auction - Solicit local businesses to donate goods or have faculty, staff and parents donate items and sell tickets to students with each of the items as prizes. Participants put ticket(s) into boxes in front of the item they would like to win. Winners are selected by drawing one ticket for each item. 

School Store - Ask a local business to donate/discount needed and popular items to sell. 

Holiday Baskets - Ask local businesses to donate or give a discount on a bulk number of items that suit the holiday. Sell or raffle off in baskets or bags with goodies for Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, etc. 

Finals Survival Kits - Sell kits to students during finals week that include late-night snacks, #2 pencils, stress balls, and other must-have-to-pass items.

Rummage Sale - Have students and staff donate old items such as CDs, movies, DVDs, stuffed animals, jewelry, books, etc., and sell them for a reasonable price.

Holidays

Host a Holiday Party or Dance - Endless possibilities including Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day or any other day of celebration. Charge each student a small admission fee, sell refreshments or have prizes and raffles. Ask local businesses to donate items to sell, raffle off or give as prizes for best costume, best dancer, etc.

Challenge Money Tree -  While money doesn’t ‘grow on trees’, this is as close as you will get! Set up a bare tree around the holidays and decorate with strips of paper or ribbons as donations are made (green for $1, red for $5, gold for $10).
Easter Egg Hunt – Fill colored eggs with candy and prizes, charge a fee to participate, and let students collect all the prize-filled eggs they can. 

Decorate a Tree - A school group can sell ornaments or ribbons to decorate a tree. Create the ornaments yourself, have students create and decorate, or ask a local business to donate or purchase ornaments. 

